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The Background of Maverick 
Veterans’ Voices

2012:
• The Maverick Veterans’ Voices launched. 

2014:

• A new website presented the first Veterans' 
Voices interviews

2016-2019
• Project Inactive

2019:

• Digital Publishing & Repository Librarian, Yumi 
Ohira, hired.

2020: 

• OHMS (Oral History Metadata Synchronizer) 
was launched

• GRA, Joe Carpenter, hired. 

Present….

• Conducting new interviews
• Expanding the Maverick Veterans’ Voices 



Challenges to Interview Access and OHMS 



https://libraries.uta.edu/ohms-viewer/render.php?cachefile=MAV-VETS_janet-abell.xml

https://libraries.uta.edu/ohms-viewer/render.php?cachefile=MAV-VETS_janet-abell.xml




Background of the Reactivated Project

Can you guess 
the 

connections?



Background of the Reactivated Project

1. Dr. Palmer went to Yumi 
(Library)

2. Yumi went to Dr. Saxon
3. I went to Dr. Sandy who 

referred me to Dr. Saxon
4. I went to Dr. Saxon
5. Dr. Saxon referred me to 

Yumi
6. Yumi hired me
7. *Kevin Bacon was not 

involved



A Passion For Oral HistoriesA Passion for Veterans’ Oral Histories

• 8 years in the U.S. Air Force
• Fondness for Biographies and 

Military History
• History BA with Military 

History Minor
• Assignment to Interview 

Father-in-Law (A Vietnam Vet)
• Internship at Dallas Holocaust 

Museum (Transcribed Oral 
History)

• Hired for Maverick Veterans’ 
Voices Spring of 2020 
(Pandemic)



Insights into the Maverick Veterans’
Voices Project

Oral Histories are…
• Histories with a 

human voice

• Histories that go 
beyond a story 

• Histories with passion 
and emotion

• Histories reflected in the 
eyes of the subject



Interviews Process

• Recruiting Interviewees
• Researching
• Developing Trust and Rapport
• Questioning and LISTENING
• Empathy, Compassion, 

Respect
• Placing the Interviewee in the 

Best Light 
• Follow up



• Interviews Existed without an Audience
• Inconsistent Look
• Learning OHMS
• Editing, Formatting, Timestamping, and 

Indexing Transcripts
• Learning Audio and Video Editing
• Training and Working with a Team
• Recruiting Interviewees
• Maintaining and Expanding Diversity and 

Inclusion
• Accessibility!

Project Challenges



MAV-VETS-VOICES 
“History Master’s Student 

and Digital Publishing 
Librarian Breathe New 

Life Into Maverick 
Veterans' Voices Archive”

https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/liberal-
arts/departments/history/news-events/news/2021/09/17/mav-vets-voices



Yumi Ohira, Digital Publishing & Repository 
Librarian, yumi.ohira@uta.edu

Joe Carpenter, Graduate Research Assistant
joseph.carpenter2@mavs.uta.edu

Thank You.
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