








TIME magazine article (www.time.com/time/magazine /archive/
1995/951030/environment.html), and the International Galapa-
gos Tour Operators Association (www.igtoa.org). The group
must then come together to propose a “Fair Use” policy that
addresses the needs and wants of each of the roles. The sci-
entist seeks to promote a total ban on further intrusion on the
fragile ecosystem, the tour operator wishes to remove any
restrictions on increased tourism, and the creatures fear that
further encroachment will bring irreversible harm to the island’s
habitat.

Latin America
cte.jhu.edu/techacademy/fellows/Jones-S/webquest/
swjindex_htm3.html

This WebQuest also makes use of the “travel-to-a-country” les-
son. Students are told that they can win a trip to any country
in Latin America, but that they must first provide a persuasive
presentation about the country they choose to the bank host-
ing the competition. Rather than provide students with partic-
ular sites to visit, this WebQuest provides links to guidelines on
searching the Internet.

Travel to Latin America
www.lr.k12.nj.us/site/cherokee/library/stokes.htm

The task for this WebQuest is to design a travel brochure for a
specific country within Latin America. The brochure must
appeal to four different personality types or interests: “athletic,”
“cultural,” “party-goer,” and “tourist” Students make use of sites
such as Travel Notes (www.travelnotes.org/LatinAmerica), the
Latin American Travel Advisor (www.amerispan.com/latc), the
EcoTravel Center (www.ecotour.org/chat/chatjrnl.htm), and
Latin World (www.latinworld.com). The designer of this
WebQuest suggests that teachers post the brochures on a tray-
el bulletin board and then have the class vote for the “best trip.”

Latin America Quest
riverview.mints.more.net/rodenborn/latinam/latin_america.htm
Students play the roles of staff members for an ambassador to
a Latin American country. The staff roles include historian,
geographer, economist, cultural expert, and futurist. The staff
must come together as a team to present information about the
country to a new ambassador. Although this task is unique, cre-
ative, and authentic, only a few online resources are provided
for students. With additional links and added graphic elements,
this WebQuest could be very engaging.

A Quest to Save Machu Picchu
coe.west.asu.edu/students/|fitzgerald/webquest.htm

Students work as a team to organize a PowerPoint presenta-
tion in protest of a proposed commercial development near
the ancient Incan city of Machu Picchu. The purpose of their
presentation is to “convince this greedy bunch of developers
that what they are planning should not happen?” Students must
address information such as the location, terrain, climate, archi-
tecture, and the purpose of Machu Picchu in Incan society.
The WebQuest links students to sites such as GORP: Great

Outdoor Recreation Pages (www.gorp.com/gorp/location/
latamer/peru/machu.htm), Education Planet: Cuzco and
Machu Picchu (www.educationplanet.com/search/redirect
?id=30404&mfcount=20&mfkw=Inca), and a Machu Picchu
Photo  Gallery  (www.geocities.com/archaeogeo/machu
.html). This lesson would be enhanced if students were allowed
to debate multiple perspectives on the issue rather than forc-
ing them to assume one stance.

El Camino Real: Back to the Future
education.nmsu.edu/webguest/wg/camino/camino.html

In 1598, hundreds of colonists led by Don Juan Onate traveled
El Camino Real (The King’s Highway) through Northern Mex-
ico and present-day New Mexico. In this WebQuest, students
imagine that Don Juan Onate has come back to explore the
route today. The students are divided into two groups, “con-
quistadores” and “land rovers” The conquistadores are respon-
sible for creating travel brochures that describe El Camino Real
as it was in 1598. The land rovers are responsible for creating
travel brochures that depict the route as it exists today. Students
explore links for cities such as Mexico City; El Paso, Texas; Las
Cruces, New Mexico; and Santa Fe, New Mexico. Each of the
brochures must include information such as how the town was
named, physical features of the land, population, original set-
tlers, shelter and/or architecture, food, art, and celebrations or
festivals. Although the idea for this WebQuest is excellent, it is
lacking a rubric for assessing the final product.

WebQuests for High School (Grades 9-12)

Pinachet and Human Rights: Reevaluating Policy
oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~ts130093/edci632

This WebQuest opens with the question, “How can the U.S.
maintain a strong commitment to human rights and at the same
time protect its national interests?” Students play the roles of
people called to testify before the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. Students may choose to be the parent of a child
who has disappeared, a businessperson who had property
nationalized by the Allende government, a civil rights worker
in Chile in the 1970s, or a State Department official. This
WebQuest makes excellent use of a variety of online sources,
such as QuickTime movies; interactive maps; and historical doc-
uments from the CNN Cold Harseries (www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/
cold.war), the Chile Documentation Project (www.gwu.edu/
~nsarchiv/latin_america/chile.htm), and a Chilean human rights
organization, Derechos Chile (www.derechoschile.com/html/).
This last site is in Spanish, so the WebQuest author has includ-
ed a link to a document translation site (world.altavista.com).

Mexico City Earthquake
students.itec.sfsu.edu/edt628/mexquake/earthquakers.html
Students play the roles of a photojournalist, a city planner, an
emergency volunteer, a college student in a collapsed dormi-
tory, and a news reporter. They are asked to prepare a video
interview and a magazine article depicting the Mexico City
earthquake of 1985. This WebQuest was written for students
in a Spanish class, and thus the final products are to be in
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Conclusion

In general, there are many opportunities
to use Internet resources to study Latin
America. Teachers hoping to locate sup-
plemental teaching materials can take
advantage of sites such as LANIC,
RETANET, La Guia, and Zona Latina.
Those wishing to infuse technology into
lessons might choose to use one of the
numerous WebQuests available on Latin
America. Regardless of the degree to
which educators incorporate the Inter-
net, the growing collection of online
resources and web-based lessons on Latin
America can certainly enable teachers to
find creative and effective ways of teach-
ing about this important region. &

Notes

1. Tor more information on the WebQuest
approach, consult The WebQuest Page at
edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest/webgquest.html.

2. WebQuest Templates are available in both PC
and Macintosh formats. They may be down-
loaded from edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest/
LessonTemplate.html.
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