Preserving
“Historic
cemeteries

Cemeteries are among the most valuable of hisvtbric resources. They
‘ “are reminders of various settlement patterns; such as villages, rural commu-
' nities, urban centers and ghost towns. Cemeteries can reveal information
about historic events, religion, lifestyles and genealogy. '

- Names on grave markers serve as a directory of early residents and
reflect the ethnic diversity and unique populatibn of an area. Grave marker
designs and cemetery decoration and landscaping represent a variety of
cultural influences that helped shape the history' of Texas.

' Established in large part for the benefit of the living, cemeteries per-
petuate the memories of the deceased, who beQueathed their communities
thQ amenities. that give a place character and definition. In communities that
have a Stron’g sense of history’,‘ people are more likely t
cemeteries. o UNNAE\'R?B}FTQL\NGTON
| | | LIBRARY

JAN -3 1576

i)



‘(couer) _
~The graue site of Texas hero
fStephen F. Austin can be

' found at the State Cemetery
-In Austtn )

‘Unfortunately, historic cemeteries do not necessarily remain
" permanent reminders of our heritage. They are subject to long-term
| _ deterioration from natural forces such as weathering and uncon-
trolled vegetatton Neglect accelerates and compounds the process.
‘ 'Development activities and constructxon prOJects are also a threat to
these prec1ous resources.
With thls booklet the Texas Historical Comm1531on presents
steps to aid in the preservatlon of the state’s historic cemeterles
- None of these steps however, will be successful without the in-
" volvement of 1nd1v1duals who have an interest 1n local culture and
~ history and a commitment to savmg the phy51cal remnants of Texas
'herltage that are present In our communmes
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Cemetery Laws

‘Neither the Texas HistoriCal commis-
sion nor any other state agency enforces cem-
- etenes laws. This respon51b111ty belongs to
' county and municipal law enforcement,offl
cials. If a cemietery is being vandalized or de-
stroyed, contact yoor county sheriff or local po-

lice department. Enlist the support of other indi-

viduals or groups, including the county com-
missioners court, local media county historical
commission, local preservation societies or
farmily members of individuals interred in the
cemetery.

Followmg are some of the state and
local laws or court decisions regarding cem-
eteries. They_proyide an overview of the legal
steps that have been successful in preserving
some of the state’s burial grounds. This infor-
mation does not-take the place of legal coun-
~ sel. Consult the county or city attorney or
other legal counsel for more information. about
laws related to cemeteries in Texas. Most of .

. the Texas laws regarding cerneteries are in -
Chapters 694-712 of the Health and Safety
Code.

Perpetual Care

Chapter 712 of the Health and Safety

~ Code covers the operation"of perpetual care
cemeteries, which the State Banking Commis-
sion regulates. ' ‘ '

DediCation .

Sectlon 711.035() of the Health and -
Safety Code states that once property is dedi-
cated for cemetery use, it cannot be used for
any other purpose unless the dedication is re-
moved by a district court or the cemetery is
enjoined or abated as a nuisance. o
© Texas courts have sald that no specxalﬁ
- ceremony or record-is required to dedicate a
‘cemetery; actual use as a cemetery is suffi- -

cient for dedication. Damon u. State, 52
S.w.2d 368 (Tex. 1932). Enclosure of land for

- .use as a cemetery and evidence of burial are G T

among tne criteria for dedication. Smallwood 7 270
v.-Midfield Oil Co. 89 S.w.2d 1086 (Tex. Giv.

c ) *’ 't
App.— Texarkana 1935, writ dism’d). /
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Section 711.021 of the Health and

‘ Safety Code allows nonproﬂt corporatlons to
- establish, manage, maintain, lmprove or oper

ate a private cemetery. .
Property dedicated to cemetery pur-

‘poses and used as a burial ground may not -
' be sold in such-a manner as to interfere with

its use as a cemetery. State u. Forest Lawn Lot
Owners Assn., 254 SW.2d 87 (Tex. 1953).
However, such property may be conveyed in

. fee simple as long as it is still used as a cem-

etery and the grantee continues to maintain
the cemetery for the benefit of the public.
Barker v. Hazel-Fail Oil Co., 219 S.W, 874 (Tex.
Civ. App. - Fort Worth 1920, writ ref'd). ’
A living person who has relatives bur-
ied in a graveyard does not, by that fact, own

the land or plots in which they are buried.
"~ That person can, however, visit, ornament
~and protect the graves from desecration.

Gibson v. Berry Cemetery Assn., 250 Sw.2d
600 (Tex. Civ. App. ~Dallas 1952, no writ).

Abandonment

The fact that the remains of the dead

“buried in a cemetery have not been removed
--and that tombstones mark the places of burial

is sufficient to show that the cemetery has not

" been abandoned. Michels v Crouch, 122

S.w.2d 211 (Tex. Civ. App. - Eastland 1938,

no writ). In Markgraf v. Salem Cemetery Assn.,
540 S.w2d 524 (Tex. Civ. App. = San Antonio
1976, no ‘writ), the court decided that land out-

- side a cemetery fence was not abandoned be-

cause ‘several graves were still evident. .



Petition for Guardianship of
Abandoned Historic Cemetery

Chapter 715.002 through 715.014 of

the Health and Safety Code states that a non-

profit corporation may be organized to re-

store, operate and maintain a historic cem-
' etery by following.a proced(jre,set forth in.

these laws.. \ '

Local Cemetery Laws

Sections 694.003 and 713.001 of the
Health and Safety Code provide that Type A -

tion.

genéral law municipaliti,es may regulate burial
of the dead and may purchase, establish and
regulate a cemetery. The municipal govern-
ment may enclose, regulate and irﬁpr‘ove

‘cemeteries belonging to the city.

Section 713.002 of the Health and :
Safety Code generally provides that any-city
or town that owns or has control of any cem:-
etery has the power to maintain the cémetery.
~ Section 713.009 of the Health and
Safety Code states that a city with a cemetery

within its boundaries or jurisdictfon may take

possession and control of the cemetery on

“behalf of the public health, safety, comfort and

welfare. Perpetual care cemeteries and private
family cemeteries are exempt from this sec-

 Section 713.021 of the Health and
Safety Code states that any county commis-
sioners court may create a trust fund for the

- maintenance and upkeep of neglected public

and private cemeteries. in the county.
Section 713.028 of the Health and

~Safety Code states that a commissioners court



‘may use public funds, county employees and
“county equipment for the maintenance of
cemeteries for purposes of historic preserva-
tion (i.e., with grayes more than 50 years old)
and protection of the public health, ‘safety and
welfare. ' ' )

Access

Section 711.041 of the Health and
Safety Code states that any person who
wishes to visit a cemetery that has no public

ingress or egress shall have the rights for visita-

tion during reasonable hours and for purposes
associated with cemetery visits. The owner of

the lands surrounding the cemetery may desig-

nate the routes for reasonable access:

Desecration

Section 42.08 of the Texas Penal Code
states that a person who intentionally or Know-
ingly disinters. or disturbs a human corpse has
committed a Class A misdemeanor. 7

Section 711.0311 of the Health and
Safety Code states that a person who de-
stroys, damages or removes remains of a de-

cedent has committed a felony of the third de-

gree. Defacing, vandalizing and/or removing

gravestones or other features is a Class C mis-

demeanor.

Theft

Section 31.30 provides that “an of-
fense under this section is . . . a felony of the
third degree if . . . regardless of 'valu,e, the
property is stolen from the person or another
or from -a human corpse or grave.”

In addition to state or local laws, other
methods to protect historic cemeteries exist.
Under certain circumstances, federal authori-
ties can become involved in matters pertain-
ing to the relocation or destruction of burial
grounds. ‘

State Involvement

If a historic cemetery is publicly owned
by a state agency or political subdivision of
the state (i.e., counties, cities, utility districts,
etc.), the burials are protected as archeological
sites under the Antiquities Code of Texas (Title
9, Chapter 191 of the Texas Natural Resources
Code of 1977, revised Aug. 30, 1995). To
some degree the headstones associated with
interments may also be protected, either as

‘part of the archeological deposits or as sepa-

rate architectural features associated with the
site as a whole. According to the Code, no
such deposits may be “taken, altered, dam- -

~aged, salvaged, or excavated without a con-

tract or permit” from the Texas Historical Com-
mission, the state agency that administers the -
Code (Section 191.093). '
_A permit application must be- submit-
ted to and granted by the Commission before

- a publicly owned cemetery that is 75 years old

or older can be altered in any way. The Com-
mission has the legal authority to prevent the
destruction of a cemetery; however, potential
damage usually can be mitigated by respect
ful removal and relocation of the endangered
interments. Such removal must be performed :

-as archeological excavations by a qualified

professional archeologist under the additional

legal auspices of the State Cemetery Code.

This means that legal arrangements must be
made with the County Coroner or morttician,
local law enforcement officials and possibly
the district judge. The exhumation of human
remains under the auspices of the Antiquities
Code and the State Cemetery Code currently
is conducted on a case-by-case basis due to
the unique characteristics of individual cem- -
eteries, the nature-of the proposed adverse
impacts, the concerns of the descendants
and/or the concerns of local citizens. In the
case of unintentional impacts to cemeteries or
individual burials on public land, the impact
must be reported, first to local law enforce-



ment officials, then to the Commission. All
cOnstruction or development work affecting
the interments must stop until the proper le-
- gal, admrnrstra‘uve and archeologrcal proce-

A dures have been followed ‘

Cemeteries on pubhc land can also

be officially desrgnated as State Archeologtcal
\Landmarks For desrgnatlon information,
co_ntact the Texas Historical Commission, -

P.O. Box 12276, Austin, TX 78711, 512/463-

6096.

Federal Involvement

,' Several federal laws protect cultural re- -
sources in the Unlted States however the Na

tional Hrstorrc Preservatlon ‘Act of 1966 as
amended, is the prtncrpal leglslatlve tool for
protecting cultural resources. The Act pro-
motes a national policy to preserve historic
Epropertles significant hlstortc and prehistoric

. sites, burldlngs and objects that are either elr

‘gible for or listed in the Natronal{ Register of
- Historic Places. Section 106 of the National
“Historic Preservation Act requires federal

[agencres that fund license, permit or approve\

prOJects to consrder the effects of the under-
takrngs on hlstorrc propertres Seetion

- 101{b)@3) of the Act states that one of the re-
sponsrbrhtres of the: State Hlstorrc Preservatton
Offl_cer (in Texas, the officeris the executrve

~ director of the Texas Historical Commission) is

to.advise and asSist-federal state and local

: governments in carrying out their historic

, preservatlon responsibilities and to insure that

~ all are taken into conslderatton at-each level of

' planning and development. Cemeteries are
one kind of cultural resource that must be
considered by federal,\ state and local agen-

' cies during an undertaking. The 1980 and

1992 amendments to the Act further reinforce -

cemetery protectionmeasures by requiring
~ federal agencies: to-develop preservation pro-
grams for identifying and protecting historic”

properties, and by expanding and maintaining - - A

’ the National Register of ‘Historic Places ina

Way that con51ders the preservatton of their
historic, archeologtcal archrtectural and cul-
tural value. ‘

] The State Historic Preservatlon Ofﬂce
(SHPO) is divided into three divisions at the

- Texas Historical COmmiss‘ion National Regis- -
ter Programs Division of Archltecture and the
, Drvrston of Antrqurtles Protection. These divi-

sions revlew and monitor federal projects and

» consult with individuals and agencies as

heeded They evaluate all sites, 1ncludrng
cemetenes for their eligibility for inclusion in -

" the National Register of Historic Places.

. These preservation laws can affect -

~ cemeteries if they are within the boundaries of
-a federal project area, if they have been deter-
" mined to be éligible for inclusion in the Na-

tional Register and if they are to be affected

" by the development project in somé manner. -
Sometimes cemeteries in a project area must:
‘be moved. The move is made according to

policies developed. by the federal -agency in -

B consultatlon with the SHPO and any inter-
’ ested partles

The agency rnvolved is usually re
quested to have profess_lonal archeologrsts :
make a map of the cemetery and‘documen’t
the'gravestones and other cultural‘ features

(depressions, fencing and plantings) associ--

ated with the cemetery. Archeologistsand -

_ physical anthropologists may be present to~

identify and study human remains and grave

artifacts during manual excavation of the inter- '

ment. Often information is recorded from the.
gravestones 1o provide historicaI dOCUmenta-

.. tion, 'such'as the length of occupancy ofa .~ o
;land tfract or ethnlc affrhanons in the commu- k
_nity. This .documentatlon can assist archeolo-

- gists and historians in interpreting other his-

toric properties within a federal project area.
For questions Vinvolving'p.o‘ssirble fed- . -

eral inVOlvement)in: projects that will.affect.
‘historic cemeteries contact National Register

Programs and the Drvrslon of Anthumes Pro--
tection.



Protection for
Historic Cemeteries

Comrﬁunities can protect historic cerh-
eteries by documenting their locations. Enlist

the support of county historical com‘missions,
Junior Historian chapters, scout troops or area

historical societies. The U.S. Geological Survey

publishes tepographieal maps- that identify
sites such as cemet_eries. ‘Coumy maps, avail-
able from the Texas Department of Trénspor—‘
tation, also identify the locations of known
cemeteries. Do not overlook older maps
found in libraries and archives — often infor-
mation is ehangedor not transferred when
maps are 'updated. Some cemeteries are
small and unmarked. These are eften' difficult
to locate. Talk to the older people in the cQ'm-

munity for their /recolleetion of burial g’rounds‘ .
These oral histories often are an invaluable aid

to locating small family. plots. -

once located, historic cemeteries can
again become an integral partrof the commu-
nity. Stage periodic clean-up days. or run short
columns in the local paper about the lives of
- individuals or families buried in the cemeter-
ies. Encourage students at all levels to explore
‘cemeteries and erte essays about tombstone
de51gns purial customs or community hlstory
1nclud1ng infant mortality, local epidemics or
catastrophic accidents.

~Inall cases however balance com-

mon sense with pracncal considerations.
There are times when publicizing the location -
of a cemetery is- detrimental to its preserva-

tion. Vandals can desecrate secluded cemeter- k

ies that are Ioeated away from the eyes of the

. protective Commghity. Keep statistical and his-

torical information readily available for public
use, but be discreet about the exact location
of vulnerable cemeteries.

Natlonal state and local hlstorlcal

markersprowde a focal point for drawmg pub-

lic attention to cemeteries. Historical markers

‘provide an overview of the individuals or insti-
tutions associated with a site. For information
7"0‘1’1 the State Marker Program, contact the. 4
‘ THC’S Local History Programs office at 512/ -
= »4—‘63‘-5853’. For information on the National

Register of Hisforic Places, contact National
Register Programs at 512/463-6006.
Historical markers, cemetery clean-up






days and publicity efforts are tools that will in-

crease public awareness of these 1rhportant
cultural resources. Such awareness and edu-
cation are among the best ways to guarahtee
“the preservation of a cemetery.
Prehistoric grave sites contain fragile,
easily destroyed remains that tell us about our

past. Investigation by qualified archeologists is

necessary if the history in these sites is to bé&-
properly présewed. Questions about prehis-
toric grave sites should be -addressed to either
the Division of Antiquities Protection at 512/
463-6096 or the Office of the State Archeolo-
gist at 512/463-6090.

‘What To Do
If A Cemetery
Is Being Destroyed

Should you see a cemetery being dis-
turbed by vandals, looters or construction
equipment, whether or not it is marked by
headstones or a fence, call local law enforce-
ment authorities at once. State laws protect
cemeteries and provide a legal framework for
removing the grave remains in a dignified

. manner. All burials must be removed accord-
ing to legal statutes before
the landowner can use the
property for any other pur-
pose. The same protection
applies to isolated burials.
Howevef, you may know
more about obscure cem-
etery statutes than the au-
thorities, so be sure to in-
form them of pertinent
cemetery laws.

, After contacting
local law enforcement
“authorities, notify the local
heritage society, county
historical commission,

newspaper and the Texas Historical Commis-
sion about the destruction of a cemetery. Stay
involved. Do not condone the willful destruc-
tion of cemeteries with silence or by turning a-
blind eye. The memory of those who have
lived before us should not be forsaken for rea-
sons of expediency or economics.

" There are times when criminal action
is not always appropriate. A civil lawsuit may
be the only means of resolving a conflict in-
volving a cemetery. For instance, a county his-
torical commission in Central Texas undertook
a survey of the historic cemeteries in its area.
Several yearS later, the fence and gravestones
surrounding one of the surveyed family cem-

‘eteries were removed. No stones remained to

provide evidence of the graveyard; thus, only
the survey proved the cemetery’s existence.

since the site was being considered for devel-
opment, the records of the county historical

commission were crucial to the future disposi-
tion of the land. In this case, the descendants
of those interred in the cemetéry filed suit and




were compensated in an out-of-court settle-
ment. S

In Collin County a cemetery occupled
a pnme lot m one of the largest residential de-
veIopments in Texas. Developers petxtloned

the court to remove the cemetery’s dedlcatron

so that. the remains and stones could be
moved to a perpetual care cemetery.’A local
preservationi group, along with the descen-

- dants of those buried in the cemetery, led a

/ vocal protest that received wide news medla

- “attention. The court de01ded the Cemetery

-should remain in its original site. with the
- Cemetery now preserved, the new residents '
of the development can appreciate the cem-
‘ etery as a-reminder of therr local herttage

"~ While it is dtsturbrng to lose cemeteries .

to development pressures itis perhaps even.
- more disturbing to lose them to criminal acts .
of vandalism: and Iootlng Vandallsm can
‘range from 1ntentlonally pushing over. grave
stones to spray painting graffiti on cemetery
chapel walls. The demand by coilectors for

19th-century artifacts has contributed to the
" increasing dtsappearance of elaborately

- carved gravestones This demand also leads
to the digging and looting of graves for valu-

able objects such as jewelry, firearms, buttons -

and buckles.

Ifa cemetery is destroyed use that fact

“asa rallying point for the preservatlon of a
‘community’s-remaining cemeterles. Nothing.

can substitute for thepreservation,effOrts of '

-~ individuals. You-and other interested people

- and groups must develop an active role in the
‘preservation of local cemeteries today in order

to- walk among the- gravestones and read the -

- tender thoughts of endurmg human emotions
tomorrow. : : )

Cemetery Restoratlon

Even though the most dtsturblng ‘
threats to any cemetery are the acts of vandal-
ism that may be directed agatnst grave mark-
- €rs or tombs 51mple neglect of maintenance

L 10

_ etery.

~ is perhaps a more common and damaging

problem. To assist in cemetery restoration,

«the Texas Htstorlcal Commrssron makes the

followmg suggesttons

Get Permission

Find out who has legal jurisdiction over

- the cemetery ,and get written permission for
- restoration. If it is on public land; contact the
- federaf, state or local goVernment entity with

the authority to protect the property. If the -
cemetery is on prlvate land, contact the land-

--owner. or hts/her representatlve and negottate :

access, in addition to obtaining the necessary

- written permrssron Cemetery assocratlons

govern many. Texas cemeteries. If a cemetery o
association is involved, become famrlrar_ with
its rules and regulations. If a cemetery is not

‘clearly established in the county deed
" records, work with the. county clerk to record

it This may be the single most valuable act of .
preservatron that can be done for any cem

“Security 5 g

" Before any plans are made for restora- -
tion, make the cemetery secure. Contact law

: 'enforcement officials and ask them to add the

cemetery to their route: patrols. Request their

“advice when creatlng security measures for

the cemetery. Deve}op a good:. relatronshrp

' W1th the local pollce department or sheriff’s

offtce
Contact netghbors lrvmg near the cem-

. etery Ask them to report any susplcrous actrv-' ,

ity to the police. Let the neighbors know that

Can effort is underway to restore. the cemetery

and tell them who to contact if they nottce any

° ., problems. ' o :

" Make sure the gate and fence are in

-good repatr If & historic fence is in place re-

pair and restore it as soon as possible: If a hlS-
toric fence is not in place, erect approprtate

‘ fencing that will keep hvestock out of rural .



cemetefies (livestock can knock down gravé— :
stones) and deter vandals from entering urban
cemeteries; while aIlowing people to see in.
Also, ‘vandals and other criminals like

hlgh solid fences that hlde '[hGII‘ illegal activi-
ties. So when appropriate, use lights to illumi-
nate the dark corners of the cemetery

- Do.not restrict access to cemeteries,
but consider postmg rules and regulatlons
Post signs at entrances 1o let visitors know
who to contact for access, and to show that
the cemetery is mamtamed

Survey and Inventory

In-order to fully document a cemetery;
grave markers, fenices and buildings must be
inventoried. Following is one method to inven-
tory cemeteries. ' '

' * Create a map of the cemetery
"grounds that includes the locatlon of trees;

- _bushes, fences, gates and other landscape

11

features. Note. the location and orientation of

each grave marker, mausoleum, crypt-and
monument. Include the orientation of all
matked and unmarked graves. Assign each

‘physical feature (i.e., headstones, footstones,

fences, benches, etc.) a control number that
will tie together the written, photographlc and
map records



* Make a written record '
that includes the following infor-
mation: control number, date of
record, name of cemetery,r type
of marker (headstone, footstone,
crypt, obelisk, etc.), size of
marker, description of material
used to make the marker (lime-
stone, granite, marble, wood,
iron, zinc, etc.), condition of the
stone, name of deceased, vital

. dates, description of carving, ex-
act inscription and any other
identifying characteristics. A
sample survey form is included
in this brief. o

« Record each headstone in a system-

atic method. Divide the cemetery into sections
and record the graves down the rows. After .
completing a section, spot check it to make
sure nothing was missed. Have another per-
'son recheck the recorded information against
stones to make sure no errors are in the tran-
“scription. ,, ‘
' « In order to read partially obscured in-
‘scriptions, try recording informatidn in the
morning. Most grave markers face east. The
morning sun may make inscriptions more leg-

12

ible. When it is not practical to record in the

-morming, use a mirror to angle the sun onto

the grave ma”rker to illuminate indistinct letters
and numbers. Never use chalk or talc on the

face of a étone—graVe marker. Contrary to

popular belief, chalk and talc do not always
wash away and often damage the delicate
stones. ' -
_* If time and money allow, photograph
the grave marker, labeling the photograph
with the confrol'numbe;r. It is best to use
35mm, black and white slow speed film

“(about 100 ASA). Black and white photo-



graphs do not fade as quickly as color photos,
and the slow speed film usually provides a
sharper image.

« If a computer is available, the inven-
tory information can be easily stored and re-
trieved using word processing or data base
software. Programming may be avallable
from members of a community computer club
or a computer student needing a challenging
project. ‘

Master Plan

Before a blade of grass is cut, before a

stone is leveled, before any work is done, it is”

essential that a master plan for the restoration
of the cemetery be developed. The master
plan will act as a framework for restoration ac-
tivities. Once it is developed, the interrelation-
ship between the different elements of the
cemetery can be examined. A step-by-step
guide will identify the scope of the work as

“well as necessary workers needed to perform
it. Some projects may be handled by trained-
volunteers while others will require profes-
sional expertise. The plan should attempt to
estimate accurately how much money is re-
quired for servicés and materials. Additionally,
the master plan should include goals, prioti-
ties and a realistic time frame for the comple-
tion of all project work.

- When creating the master plah, con-
sider the customs of those buried in the cem-
eteries. Often cemeteries contain burials from
many different ethnic and religious groups
with' diverse burial customs. Cemeteries are
an expression of a community, mcludmg the
varied cultural beliefs that make the commu-
nity unique. Respecting the dead means ex-
tending that respect to their living descen-
dants. Input from relatives and other infer—
ested individuals should be solicited.

Realistically evaluate the skills of the
volunteers working on the.restoration. some
aspects of the project will be better left to pro-
fessionals. Archeologists, architects, histori-

ans and landscape architects are examples of

the types of professionals who could be use-
ful to a cemetery restoration project.

Take into consideration all the aspects
of the cemetery and how they will interact.
Will gr'ading'a road create runoffs that might
undermine a monument foundation? will cut-
ting down a tree increase deterioration of a
neighboring grave marker? Will stone repair
accelerate natural weathering? Consider all
these questions and more. Develop a philoso-
phy of “cemetery ecology” and incorporate it
into your master plan. In addition, the adage
“if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” is generally true -
when applied to cemetery restoratioh. Ssome
of the worst restoration disasters have been

" brought ab(_)ut by well-intentioned improve-

ment attempts.

Conservation and Repair

Historic grave markers, fences and
structures are delicate artifacts that must be

repaired with care and expertise. Modermn re-

pair methods and materials will often harm -
items created 50 or more years ago. Specially
trained craftsmen and conservators should
undertake most repairs. However, careful vol-
unteers can repair some artifacts within cem-
eteries.

Grave Markers

Most historic grave markers in Texas
are carved from one of three different types of
stone: marble, limestone or sandstone. These
stones are relatively soft and easy to carve; as
a result, they were used extensively in Texas
cemeteries during the 19th and early 20th
centuries. Unfortunately, because these stones
are soft, they are more susceptible to the ef-
fects of weathering than harder stones such
as granite. , 7

Before beginning any treatment ona-
gravestone, check it for soundness. Is the sur-
face grainy and crumbling? Are there any



large cracks? Are the vertical strata of the
stone separating into sheets and flaking off? If
_the stone has any of these problems, or ap- o
pears in any other way to be unsound do not
, Clean Or repair it. The stone will require expert
care from a stone conservator ‘

-If the stone appears to be sound,
. Cleaning and srmple repairs may be possrble
Test any treatment on a small hidden portion

of the stone. Wait a few days or weeks and B

. evaluate the results. If the test is- successful
begin cleaning the whole stone. :
A stone’s appearance can be greatly
1mproved w1th a simple cleaning. Follovv the
cleaning 1nstructions highlighted in' this brief
’ Do not apply portland cenient, ep
oxies, chemicalcleaners (besrdes those men-
tioned) or sealants. Do not use rhetal bolts or
braces. Do not'sink stones into concrete.
Never sandblast a gravestone or spray it With
“an excessive force of water.

- Other RestOration Concerns

k Grave markers are the focal point of .

-.Mmost cemeteries and are given the first con-
sideration when repairs are requ1red how- .
ever, don't forget other historic cemetery fea-
tures such as gates' fenCes chapels,. taber-

-nacles, mausoleums crypts and grave -

) 'houses Contact a preservation architect be

fore restoring these complex structures

Maintenance

Once a cemetery has been carefully
restored, attention must focus on proper main-
tenance techniqués. Clear brush by hand
when possible. When hand cleaning is im-
practical, use hand moWers but not close to
the gravestone For close work use hand '
- tools ‘ :
Be careful when using pesticides, her--
bicides and fertilizers. Acidicvchemicalscan 7
deteriorate limestone; sandstone and-marble,

~ while alkaline chemicals can deteriorate gran- - -
S e 14

ite. In most instances, organic methods of

eradicating weeds and pests are better than
- chemical methods. Do not burn brush or rub-

bish-near cemeteries. Uncontrolied fire could:

Lseverely damage gravestones and destroy

wood ‘markers or structures

FUnding .

Funds for the care of historic cemeter- '4

ies are particularly difficult to obtain. Funding

however, is one of the most important tasl;s in-

“preserving cemeteries, since much of the res-
" foration and maintenance of old grave mark- -

ers and cemetery structures can be costly.
Here are a few suggestions: '
. Form a nonprofit cemetery organiza~
tion. o 7
. Sohcrt donatiOns from descendants
. of the deceased buried rn the cem-
-etery.
Research bank records for unused
trust funds designated to maintain
,specrfic graves.
Request help from.county commis-.
sioners courts and city councils. o
Though they may not be able to allo-
cate funds, they may be able to use
county or crty equipment and person-
nelto maintain cemeterres for health _
and safety reasons. /
Request donations: from associated :
;buSinesses including funeral homes ]
- and monument companies Busi- -
" nesses often 100k for ways to- “give
back” to the community ’
With the money collected, establish a

“trust fund for the care of cemeteries. The

Parker County Historical Commission ‘has

‘ -succesSfully.establiShed such a fund. It has
also used standard community fund-raising

activities such as bake sales and rummage

- sales to raise money for the restoration and
- marntenance of hrstoric cemeteries in the
~ county



SAMPLE SURVEY FORM

‘Name of Cemetery:

‘Location Reference No.: | Name of Recorder: '

Date: .- .- PpPhotoDate: . - . . NegativeNo.:

Name on Marker: \ . \
: ~ last’ E - first o “middle.

vOrientation (markér. faceé):[ IN()JS [JE [ IW [ ]NE 1 } SE [k ],NW,[ }SW -

Marker Type: ( Jhead [ )foot [ Jtable [ ) obelisk - | ]tomb' [ ] modern
[ )} surface mounted [ ] others [ ) ' :

~ Number of Stones: o '~ Number of people:

Material: [ } granite [ ) marble [ ) limestone 1 ]sandstone [ ) cast stone
( ) brick [ ) stucco () zinc ) wood [ )iron [ ] fieldstone
( ) other ‘ ' -

Dimensions: Height _ width Thickness-

Carved Surfaces: ( } front [ ) back [ ] top [ ) side panels . ]end'p'ar’lels
. () other ' - :
‘Description of Design; |
Condition of Cérving :

Overall Condition: [ ) soiled. { ] stained [} efflorescence [ ) graffiti - ‘
- - [ ) biological activity [ ) erosion (-] losses o
- () blistering/flaking/scaling [ ) fragmented [ ] cracking
() tilted/fallen/sunken [ ) open joints o
[ ) other damage__ -

iron fencing { ) wood fen‘jcihg [ ]paved walkways

 Other cemetery features: [ )
) hi_storic ( ] metal objects (urn/ bench)y [ ] grave goods
: : ; , ,
)

(
[ |
( Jwall [ ] vegetation (specify) _
[ : .

others

Previous Repairs: [ ]adheSive,répairs ( ]r’eplac’ehnent ( ] portland Cemérif |
‘ [ )encased [ }coatings [ ]iron pins/braces
() other - o

' Repairs (dates): o - Work Performed:

InScription (copy exactly as fOund on marker; use back of survey form if needed):

15 -




ConolusiOn

Perpetual maintenance and cornmunrty awareness are the best long-term solutions to the
survival of any hlstorlc cemetery. The hard work of recordlng and restoring a cemetery may be
~worthless if the communlty is unaware of its existence. Htstonc cemeteries are lost to development
and vandalism because only afew famlly members, if anyone, may know of their locations and im-
portance. The community as a whole can take an active part in the preservatton maintenance and
protection of local cemeteries. Civic organizations, church groups, scout troops and hlstortcal societ-
ies all are potential assistants in efforts to care for historic cemeteries.
Educate city and county officials about cemetery preservation issues. Inform state leglslators )
of the need for stronger state laws. Elected officials are not always aware of historic preservatlon R
problems in the Communtty and they W11l welcome input. A working knowledge of federal, state
~and local cemetery laws is essential, as is an effort to pubhctze attempts to protect and care for -
cemetenes when possible.
Keep the Texas Historical Commrssron informed of cemetery preservatlon prOJects taking
" place in the oommunlty. If you need additional help or information -about preserving cemeteries,
- contact the Texas Historical- Commission, PO. Box 12276, Austin, TX, 78711, 512/463-6100.
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